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indicating the breakers on this difficult line of navigation;
and I now rehearse them. They may seem plain almost to
obviousness ; but it is enough that they involve all the dis-
puted questions of the case.

First, that, in spite of the assurances from economists, no
progress whatever had been made by England, or by any
state in this world, which lent any sanction to the hope of
ever eradicating poverty from society.

Secondly, that, in absolute contradiction to the whole
hypothesis relied on by Malthus and his brethren, in its most
fundamental doctrine, a legal provision for poverty did not
act as a bounty on marriage. There went to wreck the basis
of the Malthus philosophy. The experience of England,
where the trial had been made on the largest scale, was
decisive on this point; and the opposite experience of
Ireland, under the opposite circumstances, was equally
decisive. And this result had made itself so clear by 1820
that even Malthus (as I have already noticed by anticipation)
was compelled to publish a recantation as to this particular
error, which in effect was a recantation of his entire theory.

Thirdly, that, according to the concurring experience of
all the most enlightened states in Christendom, the public
suffered least (not merely in molestation, but in money),
pauperism benefited most, and the growth of pauperism was
retarded most, precisely as the provision for the poor had
been legalised as to its obligation, and fixed as to its amount.
Left to individual discretion, the burden was found to press
most unequally; and, on the other hand, the evil itself of
pauperism, whilst much less effectually relieved, neverthe-
less, through the irregular action of this relief, was much
more powerfully stimulated.

Such is the abstract of our latest public warfare on this
great question through a period of nearly fifty years. And
the issue is this: starting from the contemptuous defiance of
the scriptural doctrine upon the necessity of making pro-
vision for poverty as an indispensable element in civil com-
munities (the poor shall never cease out of the land), the
economy of the age has lowered its tone by graduated de-
scents in each one successively of the four last decennia.
The philosophy of the day, as to this point at least, is at